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Planning Commission 

Lynden Township 
Stearns County 

State of Minnesota 

 

Minutes 
 

Location:  Lynden Township Hall 

21367 County Road 44 

Clearwater, MN 55320 

 

Date / Time:   23rd of May, 2016 at 6p.m.  

 

 

Present were: Anne Ackerman, Jerry Finch, Dave Johnson, Brian Nicholauson, Todd Voigt, Jeff 

Westrum and Jennifer Buckentine from Stearns County Environmental Services. 

 

Chairperson Nicholauson called the meeting to order at 6:03pm since we had a quorum of the 

combined Board and Commission members present. 

 

Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes which was seconded by Ackerman.  All voted in 

favor. 

 

There was some general discussion regarding the informational meeting that was hosted by the 

Clearwater River Watershed District earlier in May.  The combined sewer system for Hidden River 

and Clearwater Harbor was the focus of that meeting and the plans to denitrify the waste water. 

The Conditional Use Permit application that was submitted by a group wishing to build a Paintball 

area was returned to the requestors since they must go through Stearns County.  Lynden Township 

will send the requestor an official notice.  The hearing at Stearns County will take place on June 13, 

2016.  Jennifer did note that the Township is free to offer commentary about this application. 

 

There was general discussion surrounding storage containers and what, if any, rules apply to those 

if someone were to choose to have them placed on their property.  It was decided that storage 

containers would be the responsibility of Stearns County.  It was noted that storage containers are 

not allowed on property that is zoned R-1 and that these containers must meet the setback rules so 

they need a construction site permit to confirm the setbacks. 

 

The Conditional Use Permit that was submitted on behalf of Outlet Recreation was also returned 

since the property falls within a shoreland area.  It should be noted that members of the Planning 

Commission made a site visit on May 10th.  Outlet Recreation has been referred to Stearns County 

Environmental Services. 
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A Conditional Use Permit has been submitted by the owners of Ruff’s Pet Resort (Bouska) to 

increase the number of animals present on the premises.  This application has been referred to the 

Planning Commission for review. 

 

There are three separate requests for a one-lot plat that have been received (Molitor, Muller and 

Moeller).  The main focus of the discussion centered on how the Lynden Township Ordinances 

work together with the Stearns County Ordinances.   

 

There was discussion about the dog kennel/boarding ordinance.   

 

There was discussion about the current Lynden Township Ordinances that govern sub-division of 

property and how it relates to the Stearns County Ordinances.  There will be further discussion at a 

meeting later this fall. 

 

At 8:13pm, Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ackerman.  All in favor. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Brian Nickolauson 

Planning Commission Chair 

 

 

Jeff Westrum 

Lynden Township Planning Commissioner 


