WINTER 2017 NEWSLETTER
www.lyndentownship.net
ANNUAL MEETING

TOWN HALL RENTAL

Lynden Township Annual Meeting will be held at
8:00PM on March 14, 2017, at the Town Hall, at
21367 County Road 44 in Clearwater, MN 55320 (the
intersection of County 44 & County 143.) Among
the items to be voted on is the tax levy for the
township to be paid in 2018 property taxes. Financial
reports for the township are available at the township
website at www.lyndentownship.net

The Lynden Township Hall is available to rent for
private events for a $50 fee (plus a fully-refundable
$100 security deposit). Please note that smoking and
consumption of alcohol in the town hall or on the
grounds is prohibited. Town Hall Rental Policy &
Application available on the website
www.lyndentownship.net
INFO ON PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS

ANNUAL TOWNSHIP ELECTION
This may affect your 2018 property taxes. The Board
of Appeal and Equalization for Lynden Township
will meet on Thursday April 6, 2017, 7:00‐7:30 pm,
at Lynden Township Hall. The purpose of this
meeting is to determine whether property in the
jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified
by the assessor.
If you believe the value or classification of your
property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s
office to discuss your concerns. If you disagree with
the valuation and classification after discussing it with
your assessor, you may appear before the local board
of appeal and equalization. The board will review
your assessments and may make corrections as
needed. Generally, you must appeal to the local
board before appealing to the county board of appeal
and equalization.

Lynden Township Annual Election will be held
on March 14, 2017, at 21367 County Road 44 in
Clearwater, MN 55320 (at the intersection of County
44 & County 143.). Voting hours are from 2pm to
8pm, on March 14, 2017. Officers on the ballot are:
• One Supervisor / Three Year Term--Candidates
filing were David Johnson and Dennis Niemi
• One Treasurer / Two Year Term--Candidate
filing was Dan Torgersen.
NEW WEBSITE
Last summer Lynden Township unveiled a new
website. The streamlined design makes it easier to
locate the information you need. In addition, the site
is now mobile-friendly for easy viewing on your
smartphone or tablet. Check it out at
www.lyndentownship.net for all the latest
township news.

TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAY
DATE NOT SET YET
Check Website for Date
www.lyndentownship.net
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VOTER TURNOUT
The November 8, 2016, election for Federal and
State Offices had a tremendous showing in Lynden
Township with 1,152 voters of the 1,367 registered
voters casting ballots—a turnout of 84.2% of
registered voters in Lynden Township. Overall in
Stearns County, of the 98,627 registered voters, there
were 80,202 votes cast—82% of registered voters;
statewide it was 74.7% of registered voters cast
ballots. More details are available on the Stearns
County voting results webpage at:
http://minnesotaresults.cloudapp.net/default.aspx?cid=73
You can register or update your voting registration
at your polling place on Election Day. You will need
proof of residence to register. For more information
on registering to vote, visit:

CLEARWATER -CLEAR LAKE
EMERGENCY FOODSHELF
The Clearwater-Clear Lake Emergency Foodshelf is
located in the Lions Park Building, 1100 County
Road 75, Clearwater. Hours of operation are
Mondays 5:30PM-7PM; Tuesdays 9AM – 11AM,
6PM -8PM; Wednesdays 3PM-5PM.
The Foodshelf supplies its clients with a 3 day
emergency food supply. If you are in need of this
service, please bring in proof of address and
identification to insure that we are serving only
Clearwater, Clear Lake residents. The foodshelf
phone number is (320)558-2954. If you wish to
make a donation to the Food Shelf by:
mail: P.O. Box 324, Clearwater, MN 55320
by drop off: during foodshelf hours or use the
Foodshelf bin located in the entry way of Coborn's.
Please call to arrange a drop off time other than the
Tuesdays.

http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/

GREAT RIVER REGIONAL LIBRARY
Lynden Township financially supports in part the
Great River Regional Library branch at Clearwater in
conjunction with the City of Clear Lake, City of
Clearwater, Clear Lake Township, Clearwater
Township, Haven Township, Palmer Township, and
Silver Creek Township.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS (Subsurface Sewage
Treatment Systems “SSTS”)
We all have a responsibility to protect our
environment and our way of life and it starts with
properly managing the water that we use. Protection
of the environment includes conserving our domestic
water to ensure that all used water is fully treated
before it re-enters the environment. Treating sewage
is everyone's responsibility.
Residents within towns, cities, and sewer districts
have their sewage treated at a treatment plant where
costs are covered by taxes, assessments, and direct
charges. Residents in areas without access to
municipal treatment plants own, operate, and
maintain their own "mini-treatment plants" - their
septic systems.
Stearns County has been involved with sewage
treatment practices since 1972 when local
implementation of the State Rules began. In April of
2010, Stearns County adopted SSTS Ordinance #
422 to stay in compliance with the updated
Minnesota Rules pertaining to subsurface sewage
treatment systems.

For more detailed information visit their website at:
https://griver.org/locations/clearwater
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The Stearns County Environmental Services
Department is responsible for reviewing submitted
SSTS designs for completeness, issuing SSTS
Construction Permits, reviewing submitted existing
system compliance inspections, conducting field
verifications of soil limitations, final as-built
inspections of new and repaired systems, as well as
complaint resolution concerning individual
subsurface sewage treatment systems.
You can contact Stearns County Environmental
Services at 705 Courthouse Square, Administration
Center; Rm 343, St. Cloud, MN 56303-4701
Telephone: 320.656.3613, Fax: 320.656.6484
Hours: 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. For
more information go to:
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/Environment/SepticSystems

http://co.stearns.mn.us/Portals/0/docs/Document%20Libr
ary/maps/HHW%20Directions.pdf
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WARNER LAKE COUNTY PARK
Warner Lake County Park site, 1485 County Road
143, Clearwater, MN 55320, is a 264 acre site
surrounding the 30 surface acres of Warner Lake in
Lynden Township. The initial establishment of this
site occurred in 1973 when the Campfire Girls Inc.
donated the 33 acres known as Camp Suima to
Stearns County for public recreation purposes. The
park is open year round from 6 AM to 11 PM. The
shelters are open 8 AM to 10 PM. For more info, go
to:
http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/Recreation/CountyParks/War
nerLakeCountyPark

RECYCLING / WASTE
Lynden Township contracts with Republic Services
for recycling service as part of the township levy. A
single, 64 gallon wheeled cart is provided free of
charge by calling Republic at (320)252-9608. (Cart
dimensions are 39″ tall x 25″ wide x 27″ deep and
they hold 64 gallons of recyclables.) All recyclables
can be mixed in the cart and do not have to be
sorted. For detailed information about what can be
recycled, please visit Republic’s website at:
https://www.republicservices.com/residents/all-in-onerecycling

CSB Student Awarded $50,000 Grant To
Study Plum Creek Watershed Impairment
By Penny Leuthard, Staff Writer, Clearwater Citizen Tribune

College of Saint Benedict and St John’s University
student Sarah McLarnan was awarded a Greater
Research Opportunities Undergraduate Fellowship
with a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency in the amount up to $50,000 to study the
impairment of Plum Creek Watershed. McLarnan is
an environmental studies and biology major, with Dr.
Joe Storlien, Environmental Studies Department,
College of St. Benedict (CSB) & St. John’s University,
as her advisor.
In 2012, a study conducted by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) found Plum
Creek Watershed in Lynden Township, Stearns
County, to be impaired by E. coli (a bacterium found
in the intestine of human and warm blooded animals
that becomes a contaminant when found in the food
or water supply) At that time, poultry and cattle
manure spread on the surface of watershed fields
were identified by the MPCA as potential sources of
the impairment. The MPCA requires three to four

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
In 1996, Stearns County implemented the Mobile
Household Hazardous Waste (“HHW”) program.
The mobile unit makes stops in locations throughout
the county for convenient Household Hazardous
Waste disposal. The program has expanded to
include communities within several neighboring
counties. Currently the program operates out of the
Stearns County Household Hazardous Waste facility
in Waite Park at 3601 5th St S., which opened for
business in February of 2012. The facility allows for
HHW drop off and is the regional waste disposal
location for Very Small Quantity Generator
Businesses. For a map and directions, go to:
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of the E. coli. The results were negative for livestock
and human contamination
McLarnan’s research project includes performing
more in-depth sampling than previously done, and
looking at the streambed sediments and other stream
conditions. She and her team are exploring the
possibility that the periodic E. coli impairment is
caused by the streambed sediment being churned up
when the water is moving more quickly.
In an August press release from CSB, McLarnan
said the main question is whether the bacterial
contamination is coming from human or natural
sources, and that the answer to that could mean two
very different courses of action.
She stated if the contamination is due to human
action, the question is can it be fixed and what
resources would be needed to do so? On the other
hand, if the contamination is due to natural sources,
the question is it really a problem that needs to be
fixed, and whether E. coli is the best indicator of
bacterial impairment?

years of levels below contamination level for a creek
to be taken off the list.
Plum Creek Watershed’s “impaired reach” is from
Warner Lake to the Mississippi River northwest of
Clearwater. “Impaired for aquatic recreational use,”
infers people swimming in its waters are at risk to
exposure for specific disease-producing organisms.
(Warner Lake is monitored by the Stearns County
Parks Department and has determined it is not
impaired)
Because state and county funds were not available
to continue monitoring the creek, in 2013 the Lynden
Township board of supervisors authorized limited
funds for a feasibility study and a group of 24
Lynden Township landowners volunteered to
become the Plum Creek Neighborhood Network,
(“PCNN”), whose stated mission is to get Plum
Creek off the “impaired list of streams.
Reed Larsen, North Watershed Section Manager,
MPCA and Dennis Fuchs, Administrator, Stearns
County Soil and Water Conservation District
committed their technical resources and staff
expertise to assist in the project. Also cooperation
and assistance from MN Dept of Transportation,
Stearns County Environmental Services, Stearns
County Public Works, Stearns County Parks
Department and Dr Charles Nelson, retired
Hydrologist from St Cloud State University, (and a
member of PCNN) has been contributed.
“Because we were concerned that there were other
bacteria sources than livestock manure contributing
to the problem, we requested additional assistance
from Dr Michael Sadowsky, Director of the BioTechnology Institute at the University of
Minnesota,” said Jerry Finch, Watershed Specialist
and Lynden Township supervisor.
Dr. Sadowsky believes persistent strains of E. coli
are likely naturalized to the sites, capable of growing
in sediments and surviving through repeated freezethaw cycles.
He states ditch sediments are potential sources of
E. coli in the environment, which confounds the use
of this bacterium as an indicator of fecal
contamination and has implications for future water
quality monitoring and determinations. Dr. Sadowsky
also suggested DNA analysis to determine the origin

Source: 9-6-2016, Clearwater Citizen Tribune

ORDINANCE UPDATES
The Lynden Township Board and Planning
Commission have been conducting a series of joint
meetings to discuss possible changes to the
township’s zoning ordinances--Lynden Township
Land Use and Zoning Ordinance 7—and
subdivision ordinance--Lynden Township
Subdivision Ordinance 8. The group is working
closely with a representative from Stearns County
Environmental Services. The township is striving to
eliminate duplication between the township and the
county and clearly delineate responsibilities between
the two entities. In addition, the subdivision
ordinance will be simplified and brought in line with
the county’s new definitions of major and minor
subdivisions—Stearns County Subdivision
Ordinance 230. If you are interested in learning
more, feel free to attend a planning meeting.
Meetings typically occur on the last Monday of the
month as posted on the website and at the Town
Hall. These ordinances are available for further
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review under the ORDINANCE tab at
www.lyndentownship.net.

LONG LAKE BOAT LANDING PARKING
Long Lake has limited parking space at the boat
landing and with the need for the Invasive Species
inspection area, only three parking spaces are
available and marked with signs.

TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
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Lynden Town Hall

Eaglewood Road traffic and the need for safe
emergency vehicle access demands that no vehicles
be parked on the road as indicated by the signs
positioned along Eaglewood Road adjacent to the
boat landing. The Stearns County Sheriff will enforce
this parking restriction and at the boat landing itself.

DOG COMPLAINTS
One of the most frequent complaints received by
members of the township board relates to people
letting their dogs run loose. Lynden Township has an
ordinance—Lynden Township Animal Control
Ordinance 00-12—which prohibits dogs from
running at large, a/k/a leash law, among other
matters regarding dogs. Please be respectful of your
neighbors and keep dogs on your own property
unless accompanied and on a leash. Dogs found
running loose can be taken under the ordinance to
Tri County Humane Society and administrative
fines—Lynden Township Administrative Fine
Ordinance 10—can also be levied for violations.
Both ordinances are available for further review
under the ORDINANCE tab at
www.lyndentownship.net.

MINNESOTA NOXIOUS WEED LAW
The Noxious Weed Law affects growing plants.
Some plants are noxious because they can harm
people, animals, the food we eat, and nature.
Minnesota Department Agriculture, county, city, and
township officials inspect land and ask owners to
destroy their noxious weeds. Destroying them stops
them from spreading and harming neighbors. Land
owners that refuse to destroy their noxious weeds
can be forced to do so.
Laws & Rules:
Minnesota Noxious Weed Law is found under
Minnesota Statutes, sections 18.75 to 18.91.

LYNDEN TOWNSHIP GROWTH
Lynden Township is home to over 700 households!
2016 was a big year for growth and construction in
the township. Of the thirty-three (33) building
permits issued in 2016 having permit valuations
totaling over $4.39 million, twelve (12) were for new
homes having a total valuation of over $3 million. In
addition, there has been significant growth in the two
industrial parks with new and expanding businesses
having commercial building permit valuations of
$870,000. If you have a construction project
planned, please visit the “Building Permits” tab on
the township website, www.lyndentownship.net,
for more information and permit applications, and
contact the Chief Building Official, Nancy Scott at
(320) 293-5298.

Noxious Weeds:
 Twenty-nine plant species are regulated as
noxious weeds and specially regulated plants
in Minnesota
 There are currently 20 species on the
prohibited noxious weed list – 12 on the
eradicate list and 8 on the control list. These
species must be eradicated or controlled on
all lands within the state and cannot be
illegally transported, propagated or sold
except as provided for in Minnesota Statutes,
Section 18.82
 Eradicate
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Palmer Amaranth, Amaranthus palmeri S.
Watson
Oriental Bittersweet, Celastrus orbiculatus Thunb.
Brown Knapweed, Centaurea jacea L.























Narrowleaf Bittercress, Cardamine impatiens L.
Plumeless Thistle, Carduus acanthoides (L.)
Spotted Knapweed, Centaurea stoebe
spp. micranthos
Canada Thistle, Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop.
Leafy Spurge, Euphorbia esula (L.)
Purple Loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria, virgatum
(L.)
Wild Parsnip, Pastinaca sativa L. (Except for
non-wild cultivated varieties)
Common Tansy, Tanacetum vulgare (L.)

Permit to Transport Noxious Weed Propagating
Parts in Infested Material or Equipment:
 This permit is issued by local weed
inspectors or county agricultural inspectors.
 Condition of Permit Issuance include the
prevention of spread during transport of
noxious weed propagating parts in material
or equipment and the control or destruction
of propagating parts at the destination to
prevent spread.
 A permit can be valid for a year or more
after the date issued.
 A permit can be revoked if an inspector
determines noncompliance by permit holder.
 A permit is not required if a person is
transporting noxious weeds in the most
direct manner to an approved disposal site
and the load is protected in a manner that
prevents the spread of noxious weed
propagating parts during transport.

Garlic Mustard, Alliaria petiolata (Bieb.)
Glossy Buckthorn (and all cultivars), Frangula
alnus Mill. (columnaris, tallcole, asplenifolia and all
other cultivars)
Common Reed - non-native subspecies,
Phragmites australis subspecies australis (Cav.)
Trin. ex Steud.
Common or European Buckthorn, Rhamnus
cathartica (L.)
Multiflora Rose, Rosa multiflora Thunb.

4 species are listed as Specially Regulated
plants and eradication or control can be
enforced under specific conditions.




Japanese Barberry, Berberis thunbergii DC.

County, City &Township Officials:
 A County Agricultural Inspector/County
Designated Employee must be appointed by
law for each of the states’ 87 counties by the
board of commissioners. These inspectors
also assist the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture with laws regarding seeds, feeds,
fertilizers, pesticides, and plant pests.
 Local Weed Inspectors are the mayors in the
states’ 861 cities and the supervisors on the
states’ 1,788 township boards. An assistant
weed inspector may be appointed by the city
mayor or the township board to act in their
behalf as local weed inspectors.

5 species are on the Restricted Noxious
Weed List and cannot be sold,
propagated or transported except as
provided for in Minnesota Statutes, Section
18.82







8 on the Control List






Yellow Star Thistle, Centaurea solstitialis L.
Meadow Knapweed, Centaurea x moncktonii
C.E. Britton
Black Swallow-wort, Cynanchum louiseae Kartesz
& Gandhi
Grecian Foxglove, Digitalis lanata Ehrh.
Common Teasel, Dipsacus fullonum L.
Cut-leaved Teasel, Dipsacus laciniatus L.
Giant Hogweed, Heracleum mantegazzianum
Sommier & Levier
Japanese Hops, Humulus japonicas Siebold &
Zucc.
Dalmatian Toadflax, Linaria dalmatica (L.) Mill.
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Poison Ivy, Toxicodendron radicans (L.) Kuntze &
T. radicans (Small) Green
Japanese Knotweed, Polygonum cuspidatum Seib.
& Zucc.
Giant Knotweed, Polygonum sachalinense F.
Schmidt ex Maxim.
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expires 2020).
Greg Halverson 320-274-3970 (Term expires 2021)
Gary Stang 320-558-2112 (Term expires 2017)
Todd Voigt 320-252-7575 (Term expires 2019).
Jeff Westrum 507-213-0323 (Term expires 2018).

CONTACT INFORMATION
Mailing address for all correspondence is as
follows:
Lynden Township
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320

BUILDING PERMITS Township
Building Official Nancy J. Scott, CBO#2099,
AllSpec Services, LLC; PHONE 320-293-5298 or
email: nscott64@hotmail.com

Clerk
Burning Permits
Jenny Schmidt, Clerk 320-774-8507 (Leave a message
or text); or email: clerk@lyndentownship.net.Contact
Jenny for general inquiries including rental of the town hall.
Term expires in 2018.

Jim & Pat Voigt 320-252-9349 (Across County Road
44 from the township hall) Or permits can be
obtained online from the DNR
webapps8.dnr.state.mn.us/burning permits

Township Board of Supervisors
Anne Ackerman, Board Chair 612-804-4243 or
email: anne.ackerman@lyndentownship.net
Contact Anne for general ordinance/zoning inquiries,
subdivision and platting questions and animal control issues.
Term expires 2019.

EMERGENCY
PHONE NUMBERS

Dave L. Johnson, Vice-Chair 320-558-4649 or
email: dave.johnson@lyndentownship.net
Contact Dave for general ordinance inquiries, weed
inspection, and road signage issues. Term expires 2017.
Jerry Finch, Road Manager 320-558-6634 or email:
jerry.finch@lyndentownship.net
Contact Jerry for any road-related issues (including grading
and snow-plowing), driveway / approach permits, and Plum
Creek and other water quality issues. Term expires 2018.
Treasurer
Dan Torgersen, Treasurer 320-558-2891 or email:
treasurer@lyndentownship.net Term expires 2017.
Karen Weeres, Deputy Treasurer 320-558-2136
Lynden Planning Commission
Brian Nickolauson, Chair 320-558-2692 or email:
brian.nickolauson@lyndentownship.net (Term
expires 2017).
James Kantor, Planning Administrator 320-281-9339
or email: james.kantor@lyndentownship.net (Term

AMBULANCE

9-1-1

FIRE

9-1-1

SHERIFF

9-1-1
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LYNDEN TOWNSHIP
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320
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