WINTER 2018 NEWSLETTER
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION
TUESDAY, MARCH 13
Tuesday March 13, 2018 is considered “Township
Day,” with annual township meetings and elections
taking place across the state. Lynden Township Hall
serves as your official polling place with polls open
from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. The annual meeting begins
promptly at 8 p.m. after polls close.
On the ballot, incumbent Clerk Jenny Schmidt is
running unopposed for reelection; the position is a twoyear term. Incumbent Supervisor Jerry Finch is running
for reelection with former Supervisor Dennis Niemi
running against him; the position is a three-year term.
Every vote counts, so make sure your voice is heard.
Plan to attend the annual meeting to learn about
important township news, express your opinion,
exercise your right to vote, meet your fellow residents,
and enjoy some coffee and cookies. At the meeting, the
Board will be looking for input on possible
consolidation of trash haulers and funding
considerations for the Beaver Island Trail (see articles
later in this newsletter for more details). Most
importantly, you will have the opportunity to vote on the
proposed operating levy, which directly impacts the
township portion of your property taxes.
TOWNSHIP WEBSITE

the site is now mobile-friendly for easy viewing on your
smartphone or tablet. For all the latest township news
check it out today at www.lyndentownship.net
LOOKING FOR PART-TIME CLERICAL WORK?
Our Clerk would like to appoint a Deputy Clerk. This
individual must be a resident of Lynden Township.
Duties would include learning all aspects of the
Township Clerk’s job (which is an elected position) to
be able to fulfill those duties when the current Clerk is
unable to do so. General responsibilities include taking
minutes at meetings, preparing agendas and other
documents, processing claims for payments, scanning
documents and filing, helping with elections, and
responding to general telephone and email inquiries.
Knowledge of Microsoft Office software is helpful.
Complete training is provided. The time commitment is
minimal, but typically one or two meetings a month
occur in the evening. This is a paid position with
compensation of $50 per meeting and $15/hour for work
outside of meetings. Interested parties should submit a
statement via email to clerk@lyndentownship.net and
include a current resume if available. Mailing address is
Township Clerk 20517 Woodbine Rd. Clearwater, MN
55320. Please submit your information by March 31.
Interviews will occur in April.

TAX EQUALIZATION MEETING

Lynden Township website has an updated streamlined
design that makes it easier to locate the information you
need, whether it be the latest township announcements,
meeting agendas or helpful resource links. In addition,

Thursday, April 5 at 7 p.m.
Lynden Township Hall – Appointments Required
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TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAY APRIL 28

RECYCLING / WASTE

The City of Clearwater has invited Lynden Township to
once again participate in this year’s annual clean-up
day, which will take place on Saturday, April 28 from
8-11 a.m. at the maintenance facility south of
Clearwater on County Road 75; please check the
township website for an announcement of the final
details. One free load of garbage is allowed per
household (IDs will be checked) and other items such as
appliances, tires, e-waste, etc. are accepted for a fee.

Lynden Township contracts with Republic Services for
recycling service as part of the township levy. A single
64-gallon wheeled cart is provided free of charge by
calling Republic at 320-252-9608. (Cart dimensions are
39″ tall x 25″ wide x 27″ deep and they hold 64 gallons
of recyclables.) All recyclables can be mixed in the cart
and do not have to be sorted. For detailed information
about what can be recycled, please visit Republic’s
website at: https://www.republicservices.com/residents/
all-in-one-recycling

INFO ON PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS
This may affect your 2019 property taxes. The Board of
Appeal and Equalization for Lynden Township will
meet on Thursday, April 5 from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. at
Lynden Township Hall. The purpose of this meeting is
to determine whether property in the jurisdiction has
been properly valued and classified by the assessor.
If you believe the value or classification of your
property is incorrect, please contact the assessor’s office
at 320-656-3680. The residential property assessor is
Mitch Determan, for commercial properties talk to Jeff
Johnson. If you still disagree after discussion with the
assessor, you may appear before the local board of
appeal and equalization. Appointments are required.
The board will review your assessments and may make
corrections as needed. Generally, you must appeal to the
local board before appealing to the county board of
appeal and equalization.

POSSIBLE TRASH HAULER CONSOLIDATION
Republic currently provides single-sort recycling
service to township residents. This service is funded
through your township tax levy. A representative from
Republic recently attended a township board meeting
and suggested consolidating trash service through a
single hauler. In theory, this would reduce heavy vehicle
traffic on township roads (multiple garbage trucks
service the township), ultimately reducing road
maintenance costs. In the past, the Board has supported
a “free market,” with residents choosing their own
hauler. If a consolidation were to be considered, the
Board would advertise a Request for Proposals from any
interested party. Please plan to attend the annual
meeting on March 13 at 8 p.m. to voice your opinion on
whether you think this should be considered.
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
In 1996, Stearns County implemented the Mobile
Household Hazardous Waste (“HHW”) program. The
mobile unit makes stops in locations throughout the
county for convenient Household Hazardous Waste
disposal. The program has expanded to include
communities within several neighboring counties.
Currently the program operates out of the Stearns
County Household Hazardous Waste facility in Waite
Park at 3601 5 St S., which opened for business in
February of 2012. The facility allows for HHW drop off
and is the regional waste disposal location for Very
Small Quantity Generator Businesses. For a map and
directions, go to: http://co.stearns.mn.us/Portals/0/docs
/Document%20Library/maps/HHW%20Directions.pdf
th

Lynden Township Hall located at 21367 Co. Rd. 44, Clearwater
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LYNDEN TOWNSHIP ROADS

DRIVEWAYS

The double chip-coating project that was done on 161
St is an evaluation of the process to determine if it is a
viable lower cost option for gravel road dust control and
maintenance. While it may be a satisfactory option to a
“thru-traffic” road it may not be an option for a
residential road. We plan to evaluate this over a multiyear freeze and thaw cycle as well as winter snow
plowing.
st

The Township Board had the asphalt roads in the
Township inspected and evaluated by a professional
engineering firm last summer. As a result of their
recommendations, the Board plans to chip-coat Hidden
Rivers and Eaglewood during the 2018 season. The
section of 200 St, between 21 Ave and CR 145, is
planned to be upgraded to a 9-ton capacity road in 2019.
th

ANNUAL TOWNSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, March 13 at 8 p.m.
Lynden Township Hall

st

SPEED LIMIT CHANGES
200 Street, between CR 145 and 21 Ave, has been
designated a Rural Residential Area by the Town Board
after consultation with MnDOT, and the maximum legal
speed has been reduced to 35 mph.
th

Lynden Township Land Use and Zoning Ordinance 7
limits the number of driveways to one per parcel. It
further requires a permit from the Chief Building
Official. Violations can require removal at your
expense as well as administrative fines—Lynden
Township Administrative Fine Ordinance 10.

st

Because of the residential traffic and the safety of the
school bus operation, double yellow lines have been
added to the road. Therefore, this area between Cr 143
and 21 Ave is also a “No Passing” zone.
st

Eaglewood Road’s 25 mph speed limit, as posted, has
now been approved by MnDOT. As requested by the
Lake Association, the Stearns County Sheriff’s
Department can now enforce the speed limit for the
township.
LONG LAKE BOAT LANDING PARKING
Long Lake has limited parking space at the boat landing
and with the need for the Invasive Species inspection
area, only three parking spaces are available and marked
with signs. Eaglewood Road traffic and the need for safe
emergency vehicle access demands that no vehicles be
parked on the road as indicated by the signs positioned
along Eaglewood Road adjacent to the boat landing. The
Stearns County Sheriff will enforce this parking
restriction and at the boat landing itself.

ORDINANCE UPDATES
The Lynden Township Board and Planning
Commission have been conducting a series of joint
meetings to discuss changes to the township’s zoning
ordinances--Lynden Township Land Use and Zoning
Ordinance 7—and subdivision ordinance--Lynden
Township Subdivision Ordinance 8. The group is
working closely with a representative from Stearns
County Environmental Services. The goal of this work
is to eliminate duplication between the township and the
county and clearly delineate responsibilities between
the two entities. In addition, the subdivision ordinance
will be simplified and brought in line with the county’s
new definitions of major and minor subdivisions—
Stearns County Subdivision Ordinance 230.
The proposed subdivision ordinance defers most of the
responsibility to the County, except where a township
road is required to be constructed. These “major”
township plats will trigger informational meetings that
will be held locally at the township hall so residents can
see firsthand what developers are proposing before
public hearings occur at the County level. It is the goal
of the Township to gather feedback from neighbors to
submit comments and recommendations to the county
commissioners.
Watch the Citizen-Tribune and the township website for
the date of a public hearing to review the potential
changes. The current ordinances are available for
further review under the ORDINANCE tab at
www.lyndentownship.net.
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CALLING
ALL
PHOTOGRAPHERS
(OR
ANYONE WITH A SMART PHONE) PLEASE
SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!
If you have visited the township website, you’ve most
likely noticed we feature a photo on the home page and
it changes each month. Many are beautiful nature shots
submitted by our talented resident Ken Bachofer. Or
perhaps you caught the beautiful drone photo over Long
Lake submitted by Mark Moeller. There is so much
beauty in Lynden Township and we want to share it on
our web site. You don’t need to be a professional level
photographer or own a drone to participate. Just submit
your photos with your name via email to
clerk@lyndentownship.net. Please put “Photo” in the
subject line. All photos must be taken by a township
resident and must depict a location, activity, etc. within
the township. Show off that big buck you captured on
your trail cam, show us your prize catch from fishing,
or show us some beautiful location or fun activity
occurring in our township. There are no prizes or
payment, just the knowledge that your photo will be
enjoyed by your fellow residents. A “Photo Gallery”
page will be added to the township’s website and a new
image will be featured on the home page each month.
Thank you for sharing your photos!

and Franklin Road has been acquired. If any property
owner chooses not to sell to the county, the ROW along
CR 75 is wide enough to accommodate a “bump out” in
the trail. In addition, the county has proposed a
connection to Warner Lake County Park that is
proposed to run along the short length of 19 Ave. E.
between CR 75 and CR 143, then over to the park in the
ROW of CR 143. Engineering plans are proposed to be
completed this year, with construction hopefully
occurring in 2019. Please plan to attend the annual
meeting on March 13 at 8 p.m. to provide input on a
possible designation of township funds to help support
this project.
th

TOWNSHIP ELECTION JUDGES NEEDED
The township is looking for additional election judges
to serve during federal, state and township elections.
This is a paid position, including all training, and is a
perfect opportunity for retired individuals or anyone
looking to exercise their civic duty. Email
clerk@lyndentownship.net if interested.
STEARNS COUNTY PUBLIC
ORDINANCE --NUMBER 392

NUISANCE

A public nuisance is a thing, act or use of property
which: Interferes with, obstructs or renders dangerous
for passage, any public highway right-of-way or public
waters; Depositing garbage, rubbish, litter, tires or
refuses on any public property, including County roads
and parks; Throwing, placing or depositing dirt, rocks,
sand, leaves, trash, lawn clippings, weeds, grass,
manure, sewage or other materials on public roads,
ditches and in the rights-of-way thereof.

WARNER LAKE COUNTY PARK

Photo by Lynden Township Photographer Ken Bachofer

BEAVER ISLAND TRAIL EXTENSION
The Beaver Island trail will be extended from St. Cloud
to connect with the River Country Bike Trail in the city
of Clearwater. Most of the right of way (ROW) of the
former railroad corridor between County Road (CR) 75

Warner Lake County Park, 1485 County Road 143,
Clearwater, is a 264-acre site surrounding the 30 surface
acres of Warner Lake in Lynden Township. The initial
establishment of this site occurred in 1973 when the
Campfire Girls Inc. donated the 33 acres known as
Camp Suima to Stearns County for public recreation
purposes. The park is open year-round from 6 a.m. to 11
p.m. The shelters are open 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. For more
info, go to: http://www.co.stearns.mn.us/Recreation/
CountyParks/WarnerLakeCountyPark
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Stearns
County
SWCD
“Outstanding
Conservationist” to be Recognized by Local
Pheasants Forever Chapter
By Brad Wenz, Stearns Co. SWCD
Jerry Finch, Lynden Township Supervisor, and the
Plum Creek Neighborhood Network (PCNN) will be
recognized for their conservation efforts at the 35th
annual banquet of the Stearns County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever (SCPF) on March 3 in Sauk Centre.
The PCNN received the Outstanding Conservationist
award for 2017 from the Stearns County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD). The SCPF has a longstanding tradition of the honoring the SWCD
Outstanding Conservationist at their banquet.
rd

“While wildlife habitat acquisition and enhancement is
the trademark of Pheasants Forever, they are also aware
that soil and water conservation on private, working
lands is critical for wildlife,” explained Dennis Fuchs,
Administrator of the SWCD.
“Stearns County
Pheasants Forever welcomes the opportunity to thank
people like Jerry Finch and the PCNN for the hard work
that they do for water quality,” he said.

the true source of the bacteria and formulate a plan to
address the problem. They partnered with Dr. Michael
Sadowski, from the Biotechnic Institute at the
University of Minnesota, Dr. Joe Storlien at St. John’s
University, Stearns County SWCD, MPCA, Stearns
County Highway Department, and Minnesota
Department of Transportation to achieve their goal.
Accomplishments of the PCNN to-date include: • 4
years of comprehensive stream sampling data (which
will be added to the MPCA database), • identified the
critical section of stream for the impairment, • identified
a major source of the bacteria, and • completion of 2
erosion control projects in the critical section.
A significant source of the bacteria appears to be
naturalized colonies living in the stream sediment (not
poultry). This information could be helpful in eventual
delisting of the stream for this impairment if all other
potential sources were eliminated according to MPCA.
The largest of the erosion control projects is a grade
stabilization structure with a grassed waterway and a
buffer of native vegetation that was completed in 2017.
The system was designed by the SWCD and funded by
MNDOT and a Board of Water and Soil Resources
Clean Water Fund grant. This project stabilized a gully
in the stream bank and will reduce sediment entering the
stream by an estimated 53 tons per year and phosphorus
by an estimated 45 lbs. per year.
Jerry Finch and the PCNN received their award at the
annual meeting of the Minnesota Association of Soil
and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD),
December 3-5, 2017 in Bloomington, Minnesota. Finch
and Greg Berg, SWCD Lakeshed Specialist, gave a
presentation at this meeting describing how SWCD’s
and township government can work together to solve
environmental problems.

In 2011 MPCA published the Upper Mississippi River
TMDL Bacteria Study which listed Plum Creek in
Lynden Township as impaired by bacteria. The report
also described the possible source for this impairment to
be runoff from poultry manure. This surprised Jerry and
the township board because there were no poultry
operations in the Plum Creek watershed. Finch went to
work and formed the PCNN which is comprised of the
board and 24 local citizens. Their mission is to identify
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GREAT RIVER REGIONAL LIBRARY

Stearns County Sheriff’s Department non-emergency
number at 320-251-4240.

Lynden Township financially supports in part the Great
River Regional Library branch at Clearwater in
conjunction with the City of Clear Lake, City of
Clearwater, Clear Lake Township, Clearwater
Township, Haven Township, Palmer Township, and
Silver Creek Township.

If you find a stray dog or cat, contact Tri County
Humane Society at 320-252-0896. The township has an
agreement with the humane society to accept animals
found in our township. There is no cost to you to drop
animals off, but transportation is not provided.

TOWN HALL RENTAL
The Lynden Township Hall is available to rent for
private events for a $50 fee (plus a fully-refundable
$100 security deposit). Please note that smoking and
consumption of alcohol in the town hall or on the
grounds is prohibited. Town Hall Rental Policy &
Application are available on the website
www.lyndentownship.net
LYNDEN TOWNSHIP BUILDING PERMITS

For more detailed information visit their website at:
https://griver.org/locations/clearwater
PLEASE BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER
Lynden Township has a “leash law” in place, and
animal complaints continue to be one of the biggest
issues in the township. The township’s ordinance
prohibits dogs “running at large” and includes
restrictions on excessive barking. You are required to
keep your dog on your property at all times unless they
are on a leash. Loose dogs are at risk of being
impounded and transported to the Tri County Humane
Society where a fine must be paid to reclaim your dog.
In addition, if your dog is a “habitual barker” (barks for
five minutes straight) that is also an ordinance violation.
The township’s administrative fine ordinance can be
used to compel compliance, and the fines escalate with
each violation, with the first fine starting at $200. If you
have a problem dog owner in your neighborhood, please
remind them of the township’s ordinances, and if
violations continue, please contact the clerk or the

If you have a construction project planned, please visit
the “Building Permits” tab on the township website,
www.lyndentownship.net, for more information and
permit applications, and contact the Chief Building
Official, Nancy Scott at (320) 293-5298 or email
nscott64@hotmail.com.
CLEARWATER - CLEAR LAKE EMERGENCY
FOOD SHELF
The Clearwater-Clear Lake Emergency Food Shelf is
located in the Lions Park Building at 1100 County Road
75, Clearwater. Phone number 320-558-2954. Hours of
operation are Mondays 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays 9
a.m. – 11 a.m., 6 p.m. -8 p.m.; Wednesdays 3 p.m.-5
p.m. The food shelf supplies its clients with a three-day
emergency food supply. To ensure we are serving only
Clearwater and Clear Lake residents, please bring in
identification and proof of address if you are in need of
this service. Donations can be made to the Food Shelf
by mailing to P.O. Box 324, Clearwater, MN 55320, or
by drop off during food shelf hours. Donations can also
be dropped off in the food shelf bin located in the
entryway of Coborn's Grocery in Clearwater. Please call
to arrange an alternative drop off time.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Mailing address for all correspondence is as follows:
Lynden Township
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320
Clerk
Jenny Schmidt, Clerk 320-774-8507 (Leave a message
or text); or email clerk@lyndentownship.net. Contact
Jenny for general inquiries including rental of the town
hall. Term expires 2018.
Township Board of Supervisors
Anne Ackerman, Board Chair 612-804-4243 or
email anne.ackerman@lyndentownship.net
Contact Anne for general ordinance/zoning inquiries,
subdivision and platting questions and animal control
issues. Term expires 2019.
Dave Johnson, Vice-Chair 320-558-4649 or email
dave.johnson@lyndentownship.net
Contact Dave for general ordinance inquiries, weed
inspection, and road signage issues. Term expires
2020.
Jerry Finch, Road Manager 320-558-6634 or email
jerry.finch@lyndentownship.net
Contact Jerry for any road-related issues (including
grading and snow-plowing), driveway / approach
permits, and Plum Creek and other water quality
issues. Term expires 2018.
Treasurer
Dan Torgersen, Treasurer 320-558-2891 or email
treasurer@lyndentownship.net Term expires 2019.
Karen Weeres, Deputy Treasurer 320-558-2136.
Environmental Services
Stearns County Environmental Services
320-656-3613
Contact Environmental Services for county ordinance
inquiries, shoreland/lakeshore/ riparian questions and
septic system permits.

Lynden Planning Commission
Jeff Westrum, Planning Commission Chair 320-2746067 or email jeff.westrum@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2023.
James Kantor, Planning & Zoning Administrator 320281-9339 or email james.kantor@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2020.
Brian Nickolauson, Planning Commissioner 320-5582692 or email brian.nickloauson@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2022.
Greg Halverson, Planning Commissioner 320-2743970 Term expires 2021.
Gary Stang, Planning Commissioner 320-558-2112
Term expires 2022.
Todd Voigt, Planning Commissioner 320-252-7575
Term expires 2019.
Building Permits Township Building Official
Nancy J. Scott, CBO#2099, AllSpec Services, LLC;
320-293-5298 or email nscott64@hotmail.com
Contact Nancy Scott for any building permit questions.
Burning Permits
Pat Voigt, 320-252-9349 (across County Road 44 from
the township hall) Burning permits can also be obtained
online from the DNR.
webapps8.dnr.state.mn.us/burning permits

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
Ambulance

9-1-1

Fire

9-1-1

Sheriff

9-1-1

Sheriff,

www.lyndentownship.net

non-emergency

320-251-4240

LYNDEN TOWNSHIP
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320
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