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WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Annual Meeting and Election  
Tuesday, March 12 
 
Mark your calendar and plan to attend Lynden Township’s 
annual meeting Tuesday March 12th. The annual meeting 
begins promptly at 8 p.m. after the polls close for the 
annual township election. Be sure to vote for the township 
treasurer and one of the two candidates for township 
supervisor.  You can vote Tuesday at the township hall    
any time between 2-8 p.m.  

The annual meeting will include highlights of the past 
year’s business in Lynden Township including general 
ordinance updates, road reports and a review of township 
spending in 2018. The most important agenda item is the 
opportunity to vote on the proposed 2020 operating levy. 
The levy directly impacts the township portion of your 
property taxes. Whether you are new to the area, or have 
lived here for years, the annual meeting is a great way to 
stay informed.  

The newly elected supervisor will be announced at the end 
of the meeting. 

Please plan to vote and to attend this important once a 
year meeting. Refreshments will be served. 

 

 
 

 

Two Candidates Running for 
Open Supervisor Position 
Two candidates have filed to run for the open supervisor 
position vacated by the retirement of Supervisor Anne 
Ackerman. Todd Voigt and Tom Plaggerman, both long-
time residents of Lynden Township will appear on the 
ballot. Incumbent Treasurer Dan Torgersen is running 
unopposed for reelection. The election will take place 
Tuesday March 12th at the township hall, and the polls are 
open from 2PM to 8PM. Please exercise your right to vote 
and have a voice in this very important election. 
 

TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAY APRIL 27 
Though an official invitation has yet to be received, the 
City of Clearwater has indicated that Lynden Township 
will be invited to participate in this year’s clean-up day. 
The event will take place April 27 from 8-11 a.m. at the 
maintenance facility south of Clearwater on County Road 
75. One free load of garbage is allowed per household 
(IDs will be checked) and other items such as appliances, 
tires, e-waste, etc. are accepted for a fee. Please check the 
township website for an announcement of the final details. 
 

www.lyndentownship.net 
Lynden Township’s website www.lyndentownship.net is 
regularly updated with important announcements, meeting 
dates and public notices. The site is mobile-friendly and 
easily navigable from your smart phone. Be sure to 
bookmark the home page for easy access. The home page 
always shows you the date of upcoming township 
meetings and the next date for recycling pickup. In 
addition, there are many helpful resource links for 
valuable area information. 

 

 
TAX EQUALIZATION MEETING 

 
 

Thursday, April 4 at 7 p.m. 
 
 

Lynden Township Hall 
Appointments Required 
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Township Updates Forms on Website 
 

The township website now has forms and applications that 
can be directly filled out on-line. You can enter 
information from your computer without having to print 
and manually fill out applications. These fill-able forms 
will streamline the application process. Whether you need 
a building permit, are applying for a variance, or simply 
want to rent the town hall, take advantage of the updated 
format. Please note, that after filling out a form on-line, 
the form must be printed and signed before submittal. 
Only original signatures will be accepted. Any application 
with an e-signature will be returned to the applicant. 
Please review the Applications page of 
www.lyndentownship.net for complete details. 
 
 

 
 

Lynden Township Hall located at 21367 Co. Rd. 44, Clearwater 
 

ORDINANCE UPDATES 
The Lynden Township Board and Planning Commission 
completed their review and update of the township’s 
Zoning Ordinance #7 and Subdivision Ordinance #8. 
The group worked with a representative from Stearns 
County Environmental Services to simplify processes and 
eliminate duplication between the township and the 
county. In addition, the township removed multiple 
standards that were more restrictive than the County, 
choosing instead to match up with the county language 
unless there was a compelling reason to remain more 
restrictive. 

The revised subdivision ordinance defers most of the 
responsibility to Stearns County, except where a township 
road is required to be constructed. A road is required when 
six or more lots are planned. These “major” township plats 
will trigger informational meetings that will be held 
locally at the township hall so residents can see firsthand 
what developers are proposing before public hearings 
occur at the County level. It is the goal of the Township to  

gather feedback from neighbors to submit comments and 
recommendations to the County Commissioners.   
Please review the Ordinances page of 
www.lyndentownship.net for links to all ordinances. 
 

Road & Right-of-Way Ordinance 
& Access Standards 
Road and access standards used to be outlined in the 
appendix of Subdivision Ordinance #8. Now those 
standards are part of Ordinance #12, Road and Right-of-
Way Specifications. Requirements for new roads and 
access points are outlined in this ordinance. In addition, 
the township now requires a permit for utility work in the 
township’s right-of-way. The intent of the ordinance is to 
ensure that township roadways and ditches are restored 
properly after work is completed.   
 
Any obstruction places in the public right-of-way is a 
misdemeanor offense punishable by law. The township 
has the authority to remove any unauthorized 
advertisements or structures from the township road right-
of-way. 
 
The township has also clarified language related to 
driveways and accesses. In the past, only one access 
(driveway) was allowed per parcel. Now, on industrial / 
commercial parcels, and on residential parcels with two or 
more acres, an additional driveway may be considered 
with an approved site plan.  
 
 
Permits Required for New Driveways 
and Approaches 
 
If you are interested in adding a new access point to your 
parcel, please be aware that a permit is required to do so. 
There is no fee for the permit, but an application must be 
completed and approved prior to any construction. The 
permit form is available on the Applications page 
at www.lyndentownship.net. In general, only one access is 
allowed per parcel. Exceptions include parcels zoned 
commercial or industrial (with corresponding uses) and 
residential parcels with two or more acres. Any exceptions 
to the one driveway standard require an approved site 
plan.  If you have questions, contact the supervisor in 
charge of roads Dennis Niemi via email 
at dennis.niemi@lyndentownship.net or via phone at 320-
266-4867. Please note that this information relates to 
parcels located on township roads. Stearns County 
manages all accesses to county roads. 
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Township to Update Comprehensive Plan 
 
Lynden Township has a Comprehensive Plan which is a 
document that provides guidance for managing growth in 
the township. The Comprehensive Plan was written in 
2002, and last updated in 2007. The town board and 
planning commission are considering a review of the 
Comprehensive Plan in order to update the document to 
reflect the growth strategy in the township. If you are 
interested in taking part in the discussions, please email 
clerk@lyndentownship.net. Watch the home page of the 
township’s website for meeting announcements. 
 

Township Still Looking for Photos to Feature 
on Website 

Township resident and nature photographer Ken Bachofer 
continues to share his beautiful work with the township. 
Ken’s photos are often featured on the home page of the 
township’s web site. Below is an example of Ken’s 
photography talent. 
 
Each month, a different image is featured on the home 
page of the township’s website. In addition to Ken’s work, 
we sometimes feature pictures from other photographers 
as well.  All pictures are taken by township residents and 
depict a location somewhere within Lynden Township. 
 
Please share photos for possible consideration to be 
featured on the home page of www.lyndentownship.net. 
Pictures can be of landscapes, nature, fishing, hunting, 
outdoor activities, etc. Please mail your photos with your 
name and the address where the picture was taken to 
clerk@lyndentownship.net. Use ‘Photo’ in the subject line. 
 

 
Photo by Lynden Township Photographer Ken Bachofer 
 

Township Road Report 
A number of road projects were completed by the 
township this year. Hidden River Drive and Eaglewood 
Road were chip sealed. To save costs, the township tagged 
onto the county chip sealing bid. Two culverts located 
where Plum Creek crosses Lake Maria Road have had 8’ 
added on each end and new riprap was added to the banks 
around the extensions. The road is now wider and safer. A 
new drain pipe for the rain garden on Alder Road was 
designed and installed to stop water from overflowing 
during downpours and rapid snowmelt in the spring. A 
township culvert was unplugged three times after getting 
plugged due to beaver dams. Six beavers were trapped to 
prevent further issues. The north side of 165th St. E. from 
CSAH 44 to 4th Ave. E. was brushed and the stumps dug 
out so it can be controlled through ditch mowing. Gravel 
was hauled, spread and compacted on a number of 
township roads. All township road ditches were mowed 
twice and dust control was placed on gravel roads. 

The township is currently waiting for a permit from the 
DNR to replace the culvert on 13th Ave. The new culvert 
has been purchased and will be installed as soon as 
weather permits. 

What’s ahead for 2019?                                             

In 2019 the township plans to finish the 13th Ave. culvert 
project as well as reclaim and resurface 189th St. E. and 7th 
Ave. E. Also in the works, pending board approval, is 
sealcoating Elderberry Road and Eaglewood Road. 
Normal gravel, blading, ditch mowing and dust control 
will continue as needed. 

Questions or concerns can be addressed by contacting 
Dennis Niemi at 320-266-4867. 

Tax Equalization Meeting April 4 
 

If you disagree with the assessed value of your home / 
property, you may meet with the Local Board of Appeals 
Thursday April 4. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. and 
appointments are required. You can schedule an 
appointment by contacting Mitch Determan at the Stearns 
County Assessor’s Office at 320-656-3691.  

 
TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAY 

 

Saturday April 27 
8 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
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Drone Photograph of Lynden Township by resident James Kantor 
 

Annandale Fire Number Signs 
Some Lynden Township residents living in the Township 
may still have an old red Annandale or Clearwater Fire 
Number signs by the road. Those fire number signs have 
been replaced with official blue 911 address signs, so the 
old fire number signs may be removed. If you still have 
one, please remove your out-of-date fire sign at your 
convenience—you can keep it as a memento.  Unless you 
use the 911 addressing, there is no address info available 
if you would use these old fire numbers, so they are of no 
value in trying to locate your specific address in any 
emergency—this is when time counts.   If you have any 
questions about this, call Lynden Township Supervisor 
Dave Johnson at 320-558-4649.  
 
Supervisor Anne Ackerman Retiring 

Supervisor and Chair Anne Ackerman will be retiring 
from the township board when her term is up in March. 
She has served Lynden residents for 19 years; one year on 
the planning commission and the rest as a supervisor. 
Anne has been very involved in the township and led 
numerous projects, including developing the township’s 
newsletter and website. Keeping the township grassroots 
in nature and serving the best interests of its residents has 
always been her top priority. The board wishes Anne good 
luck in her retirement and thanks her for all she has done. 

NEW LAWS FOR 2019 
Contractors, insurance adjusters estimates more transparent 

Residential contractors and insurance adjusters are 
required to provide consumers with written notification in 
the initial home repair estimate that they cannot cover any 

part of the insurance deductible. Residential contractors — 
roofers, building contractors and remodelers — who work 
on insurance claimed properties already cannot build the 
deductible into their estimates.  

Minnesota’s ‘move over law’ is broadened 

Motorists are to slow down on streets or highways with 
only one lane in the motorist’s direction when passing 
emergency vehicles—and other vehicles like tow trucks, 
road maintenance and utility vehicles—that are stopped on 
the side of the roadway with emergency or warning lights 
activated. Similarly, if it’s not possible for a driver to 
move over on a multi-lane street or highway, drivers are 
required to reduce the speed of their motor vehicle to a 
speed “that is reasonable and prudent under the 
conditions” until the vehicle has completely passed the 
parked or stopped vehicle. 

DWI loophole for snowmobile, ATV use closed 

This law prohibits operating off-road vehicles following a 
DWI conviction and eliminates an exemption that allowed 
drivers to keep their licenses following an off-road vehicle 
DWI offense.  Previously, a person who operated a 
snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle while over the legal 
alcohol limit was prohibited from operating those off-road 
vehicles for one year. It expands the prohibition to a DWI 
offense in any vehicle, including prohibiting operating a 
motorboat for a 90-day period between May 1 and Oct. 
31. Known as “Little Allen’s Law”, it is in honor of an 8-
year-old boy who was killed by a man operating a 
snowmobile while intoxicated with his driver’s license 
revoked for a prior DWI offense.  

Service Animals 

It is illegal to knowingly misrepresent an animal in one’s 
possession as an assistance animal in a public place to 
obtain those rights or privileges. The first offense will be a 
petty misdemeanor; subsequent offenses will be 
misdemeanors. Using the federal definition for a service 
animal: “any dog that is individually trained to do work or 
perform tasks for the benefit of an individual with a 
disability, including a physical, sensory, psychiatric, 
intellectual, or other mental disability. Other species of 
animals, whether wild or domestic, trained or untrained, 
are not service animals. … The work or tasks performed 
by a service animal must be directly related to the 
individual’s disability. … The provision of emotional 
support, well-being, comfort, or companionship do not 
constitute work or tasks for the purposes of this 
definition.” A business may post a “conspicuous sign” by 
an entrance welcoming service animals, but it is crime to 
misrepresent such an animal.  The Council on Disability, 
under the law, “may prepare and make available to 
businesses a brochure detailing permissible questions a 
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business owner may ask to determine whether an animal is 
a service animal, proper answers to those questions, and 
guidelines defining unacceptable behavior.” A property 
owner is immune for injury or damage caused by a service 
animal if “the owner believes in good faith that the animal 
is an assistance animal or the individual using the 
assistance animal represents that the animal is an 
assistance animal; and the injury or damage is not caused 
by the negligence of the owner of the real property.” 

Assigning military benefits and pay prohibited  

Currently illegal under federal law, now a person cannot, 
or attempt to, enter into an agreement with a military 
beneficiary that assigns the beneficiary’s military pay or 
benefits to someone else. It allows the affected military 
beneficiary—a current or former military member, their 
spouse or any other beneficiary—to bring a cause of 
action to recover damages. The attorney general is tasked 
with enforcing this prohibition. 

Sealed bidding threshold increased  

Sealed bidding process for contracts estimated to cost 
$175,000 or more is required.  It expands the range of 
contract estimates made by direct negotiation from 
$25,000-$100,000 to $25,000-$175,000.  Similarly, the 
threshold for counties to use direct bidding from $175,000 
to $250,000, so long as the business is a certified small 
business enterprise or veteran-owned small business. 

Towns can provide grants to community food shelves  

Towns can grant money to community food shelves, as do 
cities and counties, and allows a town’s governing body to 
use money from its general fund or any other unrestricted 
money to provide grants to nonprofits that run community 
food shelves. 

Health savings accounts now protected from creditors  

Creditors will no longer be able to target health savings 
accounts, defined by the federal Internal Revenue Code, in 
attempting to collect debts.  Protection is for up to $25,000 
in health or medical savings accounts, joining a list of 
exempted property like the family Bible, some farming 
equipment and public assistance. It does not apply to debts 
from marital asset divisions or support orders. 

Unmarried parents receive same rights as divorced 
couples in child custody process  

This will allow unmarried parents same rights as divorced 
parents to file joint petitions for custody, parenting time 
and child support in family court when all the parties  

 

agree on the terms. Previously, only formerly married 
parents could use the expedited process. Unmarried 
parents will now be able to file the joint petition without a 
summons, so long as the petition says there isn’t any other 
alleged or presumed father.  It allows unmarried parents to 
appear in a hearing before a judge, but not have to go 
through the entire family court process. 

“Safe Seniors Act” intended to help fight financial fraud  

Pitched as senior citizen consumer protections, the so-
called “Safe Seniors Act” will give broker dealers and 
investment advisors the authority to report suspected 
financial exploitation of seniors to the Department of 
Commerce or the Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting 
Center. Investment advisors and broker dealers can often 
see when someone is trying to financially exploit seniors 
or other vulnerable populations — individuals 65 and 
older, according to the law, or legally defined as 
vulnerable — and the act will give them the ability to 
report the potential threats to the state, followed by giving 
law enforcement an opportunity to intervene. Abuse-
reporters will have protection from civil and 
administrative liability.  The law will allow a broker 
dealer or investment advisor to freeze seniors’ accounts or 
delay disbursements if they believe financial exploitation 
has occurred or will occur. 

Text-to-911 
	
The Stearns County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind 
everyone that Text-to-911 has been available throughout 
Minnesota since December 2017. Text-to-911 is a great 
option for deaf and hard of hearing individuals who are 
unable to make a voice call. Another reason to use Text-
to-911 would be if you are unable to safely make a voice 
call and need to remain discreet, such as reporting 
domestic violence, home invasions, human trafficking and 
suicidal individuals. Text-to-911 does not have the 
location accuracy of a traditional voice call and the texter 
will need to give the 911 Dispatcher their exact location. 
When possible, a phone call is still highly encouraged.  
 
 

 
LYNDEN TOWNSHIP ANNUAL 

MEETING & ELECTION 
Tuesday March 12 

 
 
 

Polls open from 2 to 8 p.m. 
Annual Meeting 8 p.m. 

 



 
www.lyndentownship.net 

 

PLEASE BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER 
 
Lynden Township has a “leash law” in place, and animal 
complaints continue to be one of the biggest issues in the 
township. The township’s ordinance prohibits dogs 
“running at large” and includes restrictions on excessive 
barking. You are required to keep your dog on your 
property at all times unless they are on a leash. Loose dogs 
are at risk of being impounded and transported to the Tri 
County Humane Society where a fine must be paid to 
reclaim your dog. In addition, if your dog is a “habitual 
barker” (barks for five minutes straight) that is also an 
ordinance violation. The township’s administrative fine 
ordinance can be used to compel compliance, and the fines 
escalate with each violation, with the first fine starting at 
$200. If you have a problem dog owner in your 
neighborhood, please remind them of the township’s 
ordinances, and if violations continue, please contact the 
clerk or the Stearns County Sheriff’s Department non-
emergency number at 320-251-4240. 
 

GREAT RIVER REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 
Lynden Township financially supports in part the       
Great River Regional Library branch at Clearwater          
in conjunction with the City of Clear Lake, City of 
Clearwater, Clear Lake Township, Clearwater Township, 
Haven Township, Palmer Township, and Silver Creek 
Township. 
 

 
 
For more detailed information visit their website at: 
https://griver.org/locations/clearwater  
 
 

Find a Stray Dog or Cat? 

If you find a stray dog or cat, contact Tri County Humane 
Society at 320-252-0896. The township has an agreement 
with the humane society to accept animals found in our 
township. Tri County Humane Society is located off 
Highway 10 at 735 8th St. NE in St. Cloud. There is no 
cost to you to drop animals off, but transportation is not 
provided. 
 

Thinking About Getting a Horse? 

Before you bring home any animal (besides animals that 
are considered “traditional” pets) check the ordinance to 
make sure it is allowed. The County only allows horses in 
certain zoning districts, and the Township has more 
restrictive standards regarding the necessary acreage to 
have a horse on your property. Even if horses are allowed 
in your zoning district, the Township will not allow them 
unless a parcel is at least five acres. Please contact 
clerk@lyndentownship.net with any questions. 
 

Town Hall Available for Rent 
 
The town hall is available to rent for private events for a 
$50 fee (plus a fully-refundable $100 security deposit). 
Please note that smoking and consumption of alcohol in 
the town hall or on the grounds is prohibited. See the 
Applications page at www.lyndentownship.net for the 
complete policy and rental application.  

 
Lynden Township Building Permits 

If you have a construction project planned, please visit the 
“Building Permits” tab on the township website, 
www.lyndentownship.net, for more information and 
permit applications, and contact the Chief Building 
Official, Nancy Scott at (320) 293-5298 or email 
nscott64@hotmail.com. 
 
 
CLEARWATER - CLEAR LAKE EMERGENCY 
FOOD SHELF 
The Clearwater-Clear Lake Emergency Food Shelf is 
located in the Lions Park Building at 1100 County Road 
75, Clearwater. Phone number 320-558-2954. Hours of 
operation are Mondays 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays 9 a.m. – 
11 a.m., 6 p.m. -8 p.m.; Wednesdays 3 p.m.-5 p.m. Donations 
can be made to the Food Shelf by mailing to P.O. Box 
324, Clearwater, MN 55320, dropping off during food 
shelf hours, or in the food shelf bin at Coborn’s. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
Mailing address for all correspondence is as follows: 
 

Lynden Township 
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt 
20517 Woodbine Road 
Clearwater, MN 55320 
 

Clerk 
Jenny Schmidt, Clerk 320-774-8507 (Leave a 
message or text); or email 
clerk@lyndentownship.net. Contact Jenny for 
general inquiries including rental of the town hall.  
Term expires 2020. 
Joe Stender, Deputy Clerk 
 
Township Board of Supervisors 
 
Anne Ackerman, Board Chair 612-804-4243 or 
email anne.ackerman@lyndentownship.net 
Contact Anne for general ordinance/zoning inquiries, 
subdivision and platting questions and animal 
control issues. Term expires 2019. 
 
Dave Johnson, Vice-Chair 320-558-4649 or email 
dave.johnson@lyndentownship.net 
Contact Dave for general ordinance inquiries, weed 
inspection, and road signage issues. Term expires 
2020. 
 
Dennis Niemi, Road Manager 320-266-4867 or email 
dennis.niemi@lyndentownship.net 
Contact Dennis for any road-related issues 
(including grading and snow-plowing), driveway and 
approach permits. Term expires 2021. 
 
Treasurer 
Dan Torgersen, Treasurer 320-558-2891 or email 
treasurer@lyndentownship.net Term expires 2019. 
Randy Pullis, Deputy Treasurer. 
 
Environmental Services 
Stearns County Environmental Services  
320-656-3613 
Contact Environmental Services for county ordinance 
inquiries, shoreland/lakeshore/ riparian questions 
and septic system permits. 

 
 
 
Lynden Planning Commission 
 
Jeff Westrum, Planning Commission Chair 320-
274-6067 or email jeff.westrum@lyndentownship.net  
Term expires 2023. 
 
James Kantor, Planning & Zoning 
Administrator 320-281-9339 or email 
james.kantor@lyndentownship.net  
Term expires 2020. 
 
Greg Halverson, Planning Commissioner 320-274-
3970 Term expires 2021. 
 
Gary Stang, Planning Commissioner 320-558-2112 
Term expires 2022. 
 
Todd Voigt, Planning Commissioner 320-252-7575 
Term expires 2019. 
 
Building Permits Township Building Official  
Nancy J. Scott, CBO#2099, AllSpec Services, LLC; 
320-293-5298 or email nscott64@hotmail.com 
Contact Nancy Scott for any building permit 
questions.  
 
Burning Permits 
Pat Voigt, 320-252-9349 (across County Road 44 
from the township hall) Burning permits can also be 
obtained online from the DNR. 
webapps8.dnr.state.mn.us/burning permits 

 

 
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 

 
Ambulance  9-1-1 
Fire   9-1-1 
Sheriff  9-1-1 
Sheriff,   

       non-emergency 320-251-4240 
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LYNDEN TOWNSHIP 
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt 
20517 Woodbine Road 
Clearwater, MN 55320 


