WINTER 2020 NEWSLETTER
Annual Meeting and Election
Tuesday, March 10
Mark your calendar and plan to attend Lynden Township’s
annual meeting Tuesday, March 10--meeting begins
promptly at 8 p.m. after the polls close for the annual
township election. Be sure to vote for candidates for the
township clerk and for the township supervisor. You can
vote Tuesday at the township hall between 2-8 p.m.
The annual meeting will include highlights of the past year’s
business in Lynden Township including general ordinance
updates, road reports, and a review of township spending in
2019. The most important agenda item is the opportunity to
vote on the proposed 2021 operating levy. The levy directly
impacts the township portion of your property taxes.
Whether you are new to the area, or have lived here for
years, the annual meeting is a great way to stay informed.
The election results will be announced at the end of the
meeting. Please plan to vote and to attend this important once
a year meeting. Refreshments will be served.

(which is an elected position) to be able to fulfill those
duties when the current clerk is unable to do so.
General responsibilities include taking minutes at
meetings, preparing agendas and other documents, scanning
documents, and filing. Knowledge of Microsoft Office
software is helpful. The time commitment is minimal and
complete training is provided. This is a paid position with
compensation of $50 per meeting and $15/hour for work
outside of meetings.
Interested parties should submit a statement via email to
clerk@lyndentownship.net and include a current resume if
available. Mailing address is Township Clerk 20517
Woodbine Rd. Clearwater, MN 55320.

Township Cleanup Day
Saturday, May 16 from 8 – 11 a.m.

NEW LOCATION!
Clearwater Township Hall

Candidates Running for Open
Supervisor and Clerk Positions

MN Hwy 24 - 3 miles south of Clearwater

Incumbent Dave Johnson has filed for the open township
supervisor position and Jenny Schmidt has filed for town
clerk—no one filed to run against either for the position they
each hold. The election will take place Tuesday, March 10 at
the Lynden Township Hall; the polls are open from 2 p.m. to
8 p.m. Please exercise your right to vote.

Looking for part-time clerical work?
The township is looking for a new deputy clerk. This
individual must be a resident of Lynden Township. Duties
would include learning all aspects of the township clerk’s job

Tax Equalization Meeting April 16
If you disagree with the assessed value of your home or
property, you should first contact Stearns County. If you
aren’t able to get resolution through them, you may meet
with the Local Board of Appeals on Thursday, April 16.
The meeting begins at 7 p.m. at the Lynden Town Hall
and appointments are required.
You can schedule an appointment by contacting Mitch
Determan at the Stearns County Assessor’s Office at
320-656-3691; you may be able to resolve the differences
in that conversation.
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Township Cleanup Day May 16
New Location!
This year Lynden Township will be conducting its
spring cleanup day on May 16 from 8-11 a.m. at the
Clearwater Township Hall and maintenance facility
south of Clearwater on Hwy 24. Open to all Lynden
Township residents; you must be in line by 11 a.m.
Only cash or check will be accepted as payment.
One free pickup size load of garbage is allowed per
household (IDs will be checked)-- other items such as
appliances, tires, e-waste, etc. are accepted for a fee (see
below). Garbage loads larger than pickup size will be
charged extra, so plan accordingly.
Call or text Supervisor Tom Plaggerman at 320-2661561 with questions regarding possible fees. Please
refer to the township website as the date draws closer
as prices are subject to change.
Pickup size load of garbage
Garbage load larger than pickup size
Passenger vehicle sized tires or smaller
Commercial/Large tractor tires
Appliances
TV/Electronics
Scrap Metal

Free
$20
$5 each
$20 each
$20 each
$20 each
Free

No household garbage, shingles, paint, oil, concrete
blocks or brush will be accepted.

Lynden Township’s Website
Lynden Township’s website www.lyndentownship.net is
regularly updated with important announcements, meeting
dates and public notices. The site is mobile-friendly and
easily navigable from your smart phone. Be sure to
bookmark the home page for easy access. The home page
always shows you the date of upcoming township meetings
and the next date for recycling pickup. In addition, there are
many helpful resource links for valuable area information.

Presidential Nomination
Primary March 3, 2020
In 2016 legislation was passed establishing a presidential
nomination primary, which will take place on March 3, 2020.

Only major parties will participate. Two major parties, the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party and the Republican Party,
have submitted candidates for the ballot. Two other major
parties, the Grassroots-Legalize Cannabis Party and the
Legal Marijuana Now Party, have notified this office that
they will not be participating. Each participating major party
will have a separate ballot. Only presidential candidates
from a major party will appear on the presidential primary
ballot. Other offices with a primary will be on the primary
ballot in August. Registered voters will be able to vote at
their polling place on presidential primary day or by absentee
ballot in the 46 days before presidential primary day (starting
January 17, 2020). A voter must request the ballot of the
party of their choice. If a voter refuses to select a party, they
won’t be able to vote in the presidential nomination primary.
A voter’s choice of party ballot will be recorded and is
private data. However, a list of who voted in a presidential
nomination primary and the political party each voter
selected will be provided to the chair of each major political
party. How a voter voted on the ballot will be secret. The
presidential primary results must bind the election of
delegates in each party.
The MN Office of Secretary of State surveyed all 87
Minnesota Counties and, based on that survey, estimates that
the cost to administer the Presidential Nomination Primary
will be $11.9 million. The Secretary of State has certified this
estimate to the Commissioner of Management and Budget.
Counties and municipalities will be reimbursed for their costs
of administering the Presidential Nomination Primary
following the election.

The township website has forms and applications that can be
filled out directly online, streamlining the processes. You can
enter information from your computer without having to
print and manually fill out applications. Whether you need a
building permit, are applying for a variance, or simply want
to rent the town hall, take advantage of the updated format.
Please note, that after filling out a form online, the form
must be digitally signed or printed and signed before
submittal. Please review the “Applications” page of
www.lyndentownship.net for complete details.
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2020 Census
April 1, 2020, Census Day, is less than a month away.
Through an accurate census count, states, counties,
townships, and communities ensure their fair share of over
$675 billion dollars in federal funds that are distributed
annually to the states for important community services.
The goal is to count every person living in our country once,
only once, and in the right place. Of particular importance is
the development of a plan of action to count historically
undercounted populations who are the least likely to selfrespond to their census questionnaires. However, these
populations are the most in need of resources that derive
from a complete and accurate count.

Franklin Rd. that is bituminous, and 19th Ave. Some
brushing needs to be done on Dover Rd. and Eaglewood
Rd., as well as adding gravel, grading and packing all gravel
roads in approximately the center 1/3 of the township. All
ditches will be mowed twice and all gravel roads will be
bladed as needed. The township’s stockpile of Class 1 is
nearly gone, so another pile will need to be purchased this
year. The township’s supplier has opened a much closer pit,
so trucking costs should be reduced. After a discussion with
the township’s engineering firm, it was recommended 6th
Ave. and 200th Street will need to be prepared for tarring,
possibly in 2021.
Questions or concerns can be addressed by contacting Dennis
Niemi at 320-266-4867.

Please complete and return your census form when it comes

in the US Mail.

Fire Number Signs
Some Lynden Township residents may still have an old red
Annandale or Clearwater Fire Number signs by the road.
Those fire number signs have long since been replaced with
official blue 911 address signs, so the old fire number signs
should be removed. If you still have one, please remove your
out-of-date fire sign at your convenience—you can keep it as
a memento. Unless you use the 911 addressing, there is no
address info available if you would use these old fire
numbers, so they are of no value in trying to locate your
specific address in any emergency—this is when time counts.
If you have any questions about this, call Lynden Township
Supervisor Dave Johnson at 320-558-4649.

Township Road Report
In 2019 the township completed a number of large road
projects. With the help of Senator Howe, the DNR permit
was finally received that allowed the contractor to finish
installing the 60”x 70’ long culvert under 13th Avenue in the
north end of the township. 189th St. East and 7th Ave. East
were reclaimed and resurfaced, and Elderberry and
Woodbine Roads in Woods Edge Addition were crack filled
and seal coated. From approximately CSAH 145 to the
township’s southern border gravel was added to the gravel
roads and all township road ditches were mowed twice. Dust
control was applied to all gravel roads this spring.

Road work planned for 2020
Pending board approval, the township will crack fill and
sealcoat Elmwood Rd., Englewood Rd., the portion of
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Ordinance Updates
The Lynden Township Board and Planning Commission
completed their review and update of the township’s Zoning
Ordinance #7 and Subdivision Ordinance #8. The group
worked with Stearns County Environmental Services to
simplify processes and eliminate duplication between the
township and the county. In addition, the township removed
multiple standards that were more restrictive than the county,
instead matching up with the county language unless there
was a compelling reason to remain more restrictive.
The revised subdivision ordinance defers most of the
responsibility to Stearns County, except where a township
road is required to be constructed. A road is required when
six or more lots are planned. These “major” township plats
will trigger informational meetings that will be held locally
at the township hall so residents can see firsthand what
developers are proposing before public hearings occur at the
county level. It is the goal of the township to gather feedback
from neighbors to submit comments and recommendations to
the County Commissioners. Please review the Ordinances
page of www.lyndentownship.net for links to all ordinances.

www.lyndentownship.net

Snowplow hit your mailbox?
If your mailbox is hit by the snowplow and it was a swing
away post, call Dennis Niemi at 320-266-4867 and it will be
repaired or replaced at no charge. However, according to the
township’s long-standing policy, if it wasn’t a swing away
post you will be responsible for the repair yourself.
One way you can help prevent the plow from damaging your
mailbox post is to keep it shoveled out. Nearly all of the
mailbox damage done by a snowplow happens when the
operator is attempting to get the snow cleaned out from the
front of it so the mail can be delivered. If your mailbox is
kept shoveled out, the plow does not have to get close and
therefore will not hit the post.
If anyone is interested in replacing their mailbox post this
summer, the FAQ section of the township’s website lists
multiple places in the area where they can be purchased.
Remember, the swing away post should be installed 42”48” from the ground to the top of the post so the wing of
the plow can clear snow out from under it. Don’t forget to
call 811 before installing the post so the various utilities
can be located.
Contact Dennis Niemi at 320-266-4867 with any questions
about mailboxes.

Road & Right-of-Way Ordinance
& Access Standards
Road and access standards used to be outlined in the
appendix of Subdivision Ordinance #8. Now those standards
are part of Ordinance #12, Road and Right-of-Way
Specifications. Requirements for new roads and access
points are outlined in this ordinance. In addition, the
township now requires a permit for utility work in the
township’s right-of-way. The intent of the ordinance is to
ensure that township roadways and ditches are restored
properly after work is completed.
Any obstruction places in the public right-of-way is a
misdemeanor offense punishable by law. The township has
the authority to remove any unauthorized advertisements or
structures from the township road right-of-way.
The township has also clarified language related to
driveways and accesses. In the past, only one access
(driveway) was allowed per parcel. Now, on industrial /
commercial parcels, and on residential parcels with two
or more acres, an additional driveway may be considered
with an approved site plan.

Plum Creek Neighborhood Network (Front) Jenny Schmidt, Lynden
Twp. Clerk; Dave Johnson, Lynden Twp. Supervisor; Jerry Finch,
Lynden Twp. Supervisor, Certified Watershed Specialist, Outstanding
Conservationist Stearns County Soil & Water Conservation District
2017; Anne Ackerman, Lynden Twp. Supervisor, Chair; Dan
Torgersen, Lynden Twp. Treasurer; (Back) Greg Koenigs, LongCrooked Lake Assn; Brian Nicholausen, Lynden Twp. Planning
Commission Chair, Co-leader of Plum Creek Neighborhood Network;
Dr Ron Ohman, MD (retired); Dr Charles Nelson, Hydrologist SCU
(retired); Dr John Austin, PH.D.; Jim Sorensen, Long-Crooked Lake
Assn; Jim Voigt, Lifelong resident of Lynden Twp; Bob Payne, LongCrooked Lake Assn. Not all members shown.

Plum Creek delisted from
impaired waters list
Due to the hard work of a number of organizations and
dedicated citizens, the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) has removed Plum Creek from the list
of impaired waterways.
Plum Creek, a small stream in Lynden Township, was
listed as impaired by bacteria for recreational use by the
MPCA in 2012. A study conducted by the agency found
Plum Creek Watershed to be impaired by E. coli, a
bacterium found in the intestine of human and warmblooded animals that becomes a contaminant when found
in the food or water supply.
To solve the problem and get the stream delisted, the Plum
Creek Neighborhood Network (PCNN) was organized and
led by resident Jerry Finch, who enlisted help from the
Lynden Twp. Board, MPCA, Soil and Water Conservation
District, the University of Minnesota, and St. John’s
University. A group of 24 township landowners volunteered
to be part of PCNN.
Intensive stream sampling was done from 2014 to 2018 to
better understand the nature of the contamination and
determine its potential source. The sampling revealed E. coli
levels spiked during heavy rain events, which indicated field
erosion and streambed sediments were likely the most
significant sources of the bacteria.
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Based on everything that was learned, a number of projects
were implemented to improve Plum Creek’s water quality.
The hard work and dedication of PCNN and all its partners
paid off, as monitoring in 2019 showed Plum Creek’s
average E. coli counts had dropped low enough that it is now
meeting water quality standards.
“This is a big deal,” said Cole Loewen, environmental

specialist in Stearns Co.’s Environmental Services Dept.
“There are only 14 waters recommended for delisting in
2020, compared to hundreds recommended for adding to the
list, and Plum Creek is one of them. To top it all off, it’s
because of a unique partnership of engaged citizens, state and
local governments, universities and area landowners that this
recommendation has happened.”

Annual Meeting & Elections
Tuesday, March 10

vehicle that is in motion or operating as a part of traffic on a
street or highway. Drivers are required to use hands-free
technology when making calls, sending messages, or
accessing content — including audio and navigation software
— behind the wheel. It does not change a petty misdemeanor
penalty for violations. The law was effective Aug. 1, 2019.
The law specifies that a communications device does not
include a device or feature that is physically integrated into
the vehicle, a GPS or navigation system that is only capable
of being used for navigation purposes, or a two-way radio,
CB radio, or amateur radio equipment used in accordance
with Federal Communications Commission rules.
Calls and messages made or composed using a hands-free
device are exempt from the prohibition, as are messages or
calls placed to obtain emergency assistance. So, too, is the
use of a navigation system on a device that does not require
the driver to type while the vehicle is in motion or a part of
traffic, provided the driver does not hold the device with one
or both hands. Also exempt is the use of a device to listen to
audio-based content in a manner that doesn’t require the
driver to scroll or type while the vehicle is in motion.

Elections 2-8 p.m. ~ Meeting 8 p.m.
Lynden Township Hall

Text-to-911

More vehicle types added to
Minnesota’s ‘Move Over’ law
Minnesota’s ‘move over’ law is expanding. The change
expands the current law that requires drivers to move over
or slow down when passing a stopped emergency vehicle,
road maintenance vehicle, utility company vehicle or tow
truck, to include recycling and solid waste vehicles. It also
expands the cases where a peace officer can pull over and
cite a driver based on a report within four hours, so that a
citation can be now issued for failing to move over or slow
down for towing vehicles. The law, which took effect
May 4, 2019, also allows recycling vehicles to be equipped
with an amber warning light under the same standards for
solid waste vehicles.

The Stearns County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind
everyone that Text-to-911 has been available throughout
Minnesota since December 2017. Text-to-911 is a great
option for deaf and hard of hearing individuals who are
unable to make a voice call. Another reason to use Text-to911 would be if you are unable to safely make a voice call
and need to remain discreet, such as reporting domestic
violence, home invasions, human trafficking, and suicidal
individuals. Text-to-911 does not have the location accuracy
of a traditional voice call and the texter will need to give the
911 Dispatcher their exact location. Persons who are able to
make a phone call are still highly encouraged to do so.

Distracted driving law aims to
take phones out of drivers’ hands
Minnesota has joined a growing list of states with
prohibitions on holding cellphones and other wireless
communication devices while behind the wheel. The new
law broadens the state’s existing ban on texting while
driving, barring drivers from holding a cell phone or other
wireless communication device while operating a motor
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Township looking for website photos
to feature

Town Hall Available to Rent

Each month, a different photograph is featured on the home
page of the township’s website. All pictures are taken by
township residents and depict a location somewhere within
Lynden Township. Please share photos for possible
consideration to be featured on the home page of
www.lyndentownship.net. Pictures can be of landscapes,
nature, fishing, hunting, outdoor activities, etc. Please mail
your photos with your name and the address where the
picture was taken to clerk@lyndentownship.net. Use
‘Photo’ in the subject line.

Find a Stray Dog or Cat?
If you find a stray dog or cat, contact the Tri County
Humane Society at 320-252-0896. The township has an
agreement with the humane society to accept animals found
in our township.

The town hall is available to rent for private events for a $50
fee (plus a fully-refundable $100 security deposit).
Please note that smoking and consumption of alcohol in the
town hall or on the grounds is prohibited. See the
‘Applications’ page at www.lyndentownship.net for the
complete policy and rental application.

Lynden Township Building Permits
If you have a construction project planned, please visit
the ‘Building Permits’ tab on the township website,
www.lyndentownship.net, for more information and permit
applications, and contact the Chief Building Official, Nancy
Scott, at (320) 293-5298 or email nscott64@hotmail.com.

Tri County Humane Society is located off Highway 10 at 735
8th St. NE in St. Cloud. There is no cost to you to drop
animals off, but transportation is not provided.

Great River Regional Library
Lynden Township financially supports in part the Great
River Regional Library branch in Clearwater in conjunction
with the City of Clear Lake, City of Clearwater, Clear Lake
Township, Clearwater Township, Haven Township, Palmer
Township, and Silver Creek Township.
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Clearwater-Clear Lake
Emergency Food Shelf
The Clearwater-Clear Lake Emergency Food Shelf is
located in the Lions Park Building at 1100 County Road 75,
Clearwater. Phone number 320-558-2954. Hours of operation
are Mondays 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays 9 a.m. – 11 a.m., 6
p.m. -8 p.m.; Wednesdays 3 p.m.-5 p.m.

For more detailed information visit Great River Regional
Library’s website at: https://griver.org/locations/clearwater

The food shelf supplies its clients with a three-day
emergency food supply. To ensure we are serving only
Clearwater and Clear Lake residents, please bring in
identification and proof of address if you are in need of this
service. Donations can be made to the Food Shelf by mailing
to P.O. Box 324, Clearwater, MN 55320, or by drop off
during food shelf hours. Donations can also be dropped off
in the food shelf bin located in the entryway of Coborn's
Grocery in Clearwater. Please call to arrange an alternative
drop off time.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Mailing address for all correspondence is as follows:
Lynden Township
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320

Burning Permits
Pat Voigt, 320-252-9349 (across County Road 44 from the
township hall) Burning permits can also be obtained
online from the DNR.
Webapps15.dnr.state.mn.us/burning permits
Building Permits
Township Building Official Nancy J. Scott, CBO#2099,
AllSpec Services, LLC; 320-293-5298 or email
nscott64@hotmail.com
Contact Nancy Scott for any building permit questions.
Environmental Services
Stearns County Environmental Services
320-656-3613
Contact Environmental Services for county ordinance
inquiries, shoreland/lakeshore/ riparian questions and
septic system permits.
Lynden Planning Commission

Lynden Township Hall located at 21367 Co. Rd. 44, Clearwater

Clerk
Jenny Schmidt, Clerk, 320-774-8507 (Leave a message
or text); or email clerk@lyndentownship.net. Contact
Jenny for general inquiries including rental of the town
hall. Term expires 2020.
Township Board of Supervisors
Dave Johnson, Board Chair, 320-558-4649 or email
dave.johnson@lyndentownship.net
Contact Dave for general ordinance inquiries, weed
inspection, and road signage issues. Term expires 2020.
Dennis Niemi, Road Manager, 320-266-4867 or email
dennis.niemi@lyndentownship.net
Contact Dennis for any road-related issues (including
grading and snow-plowing), driveway and approach
permits. Term expires 2021.
Tom Plaggerman, Supervisor, 320-266-1561 or email
tom.plaggerman@lyndentownship.net
Contact Tom for general inquires and animal control
issues. Term expires 2022.
Treasurer
Dan Torgersen, Treasurer, 320-558-2891 or email
treasurer@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2021.
Randy Pullis, Deputy Treasurer.

Jeff Westrum, Planning Commission Chair, 320-2746067 or email jeff.westrum@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2023.
James Kantor, Planning & Zoning Administrator, 320281-9339 or email james.kantor@lyndentownship.net
Term expires 2020.
Greg Halverson, Planning Commissioner, 320-274-3970
Term expires 2021.
Gary Stang, Planning Commissioner, 320-558-2112
Term expires 2022.
Todd Voigt, Planning Commissioner, 320-252-7575
Term expires 2024.

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
Ambulance
Fire
Sheriff
Sheriff,
non-emergency
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9-1-1
9-1-1
9-1-1
320-251-4240

LYNDEN TOWNSHIP
c/o Clerk Jenny Schmidt
20517 Woodbine Road
Clearwater, MN 55320
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